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The first Junior Kindergarten classes were established 
in three North York schools in September, 1967. The pro- 
gramme has expanded each year since then, so that in 
September, 1970 there were Junior Kindergarten classes in 
twenty-five schools. 7 

Why do we have Juntor Kindergartens? 

In the last decade, there has been increasing concern, 
not only in North York but across the North American con- 
tinent, for the large numbers of children that come to the 
elementary schools, lacking what are considered to be the 
necessary basic cognitive and social skills. Overcrowding, 
apathetic attitudes toward school: on the part of the parents, 
lack of books, poor or inadequate language models are all 
factors which have been identified as handicaps to a child 
who enters a school system which emphasizes continuing 
education based on the skills of reading, writing and arith- 
metic. Junior Kindergartens were established, therefore, 
in low income areas and in areas where English is a second 
language for more than 65% of the population, to facilitate 
the introduction of such children to the school system. 


What kinds of learning experiences 
do children have in Junior Kindergarten? 


This basic question provides the focus for this report. 
Background of Study 

During the fall and winter of 1970-71, A.E. Virgin and 
Patricia Crawford held several discussions with Mr. Frank 


Markovich, Inspector of Schools and Miss Mary Scanlan, 
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Assistant Co-ordinator, Kindergarten and Junior Kindergarten 
Program regarding the effects of the Junior Kindergarten 
program. One outcome of these discussions was the decision 
to ask the Junior Kindergarten teachers what they perceive 
as being most important during the Junior Kindergarten year 
in terms of the specific nature and extent of learning. 
Procedure 
Each of the forty-one Junior Kindergarten teachers was 

asked to complete the following task: 

Select stx ehildren from your class 

whom you feel have made the most 

stgntficant learning gains since 

September. For each child list his 

sex and age and desertbe the spectfte 

nature and extent of the improvement. 

Use your daily notes and classroom 

observations during the week of 


March 8-12 as the basis for your 
comments. 


In addition, the teachers were asked to indicate whether 
their school had been designated as an Inner City school or 
an English as a Second Language school. 

Case Studies 

The following case studies are presented as an illustra- 
tion of the descriptive data provided by the teachers: 

CHILD'S NAME: R.M. 

SEX: Female. AGEs: \4cyrs ©'4 months. 

R. is a happy rather shy child who has come to us from 

a very culturally deprived background. Because her 


mother can barely read or write, R. had missed so 
many of the childhood experiences such as the bedtime 
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SLOTy. Her world was so tiny and confined that she 
found school and its experiences almost overwhelming. 
She had been very babied at home and not allowed to 
develop even in her most basic skills. Her baby 
taik is slowly being overcome and she has learned to 
cope very independently in routines. Her vocabulary 
has been greatly broadened and she now is able to 
participate in our discussion and story groups. All 
our excursions have been very thrilling for her and 
R. is starting to appear as quite an independent and 
interesting child: 
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Christopher was extremely immature when he began 
school. He sucked his thumb constantly and just 
couldn't seem to cope with many activities or other 
Cia bored He would give up easily whenever he tried 
anything new and needed constant encouragement. It 
is hard to believe he is the same child now. He is 
so actively interested in all our activities and has 
matured considerably. He enters into all our conver- 
Sations, expresses himself well and shows a good 
sense of humour. He has developed into a happy, 
well adjusted boy. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Treatment of Data 
In order to summarize such descriptive information, 
it was necessary to establish several categories in terms 
of the major areas of child improvement reported, and then 
to analyze each description *in *térms of sthéeetrequency .of 
occurrence of these categories. 
As the first step in establishing the coding cate- 
gories, four members of the Research Department each read 
several questionnaires and wrote down those areas which 


were mentioned most frequently by the teachers as showing 


improvement. The members then pooled their results and 
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after some discussion jecced On a tentative set of cate- 
gories., 

The next step was to try analyzing several question- 
naires. Working in pairs, each member of a pair scored a 
questionnaire and then shared his results with his partner. 
Any points of disagreement were resolved in a discussion 
with all four team members and the decision recorded. tn 
this way, the limits of the coding categories were defined 
more specifically and complete agreement was reached among 
the team members regarding the kinds of behaviours to be 
included in each category. 

For the final coding process, the team again worked in 
pairs, each member checking the coding of his partner. 
Coding Categories 

The behaviours listed by the teachers as having shown 
Significant improvement since September fell into seven 
general areas: 


1. Flvueney.an Speaking English 


in September, he understood very little English; 
+. stnee then his use of the English language has 
progressed from the occasional word, to half 
English and half Italian sentences, to almost 
complezé English. 


J. had absolutely no knowledge of English in 
September.... During the week of March 8-12 it is 
evident that J's English is very fluent indeed. 
He has no trouble expressing himself. 


M. was unable to speak any English when she started 
tn September. Hen vocabulary is still limited, 
although she ts able to carry on a conversation 
with the teacher and the othen children. She 
reaily tries to learn new words. Her development 
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tn the English language has been mos tgntficant, 
She now speaks tn simple sentences, ts using new 
words and ts beginning to understand our 
dtrecttons. 


Her ability to ptek up words and expresstons 
from the other children has led to a great im- 
provement tn speaking English. She used a 
vartety of words and now questions new words and 
expresstons quite often. 


Development of Learning Skills 
This was a fairly broad category and included the 
development of academic learning skills such as 
counting and improved verbal skills; increased 
attention span, and listening skills; improved 
psychomotor development due to either physical 
maturation or overcoming a physical handicap; and 
increased interest in and enjoyment of a variety of 
activities and materials available in the Junior 
Kindergarten programme. 

In the beginning he tended to ignore verbal 


dtrecttons... now he follows directions with 

a minimum of stalling. 

He was able to stt and tisten to stories; 
follow classroom routines. 

Hts voeabulary ts now quite extensive, he forms 
sentences very well. 


Her span of attention has improved and she 
does not flit continually from one thing to 
another. 


She ts now able to give a complete story about 
her patnting in almost fluent English. 


Her vocabulary has improved from immature to 
average. She uses simple sentances but is 
well able to put her point across. 


There has been much improvement in her ability 
to ltsten to and follow directions. 


aie 


1 
: ror kine z= 
Ue Ne area Os et 
Wel hb r Seen e 
OL, : 


r 
7 
{ a 
ay) 
iT 
\ 7 2 
i | ‘ Al Ly 
Bry SS WR cee 
* f Ly 
oo oP hae NY] } “hy? 
% Es a hls 
, “ 
“> ™ 
L) . a 4 


tats unas th bas 'x 


: — ‘ 


HoVeerD hii 


ti ei 


bara mend game ide goitetait tone roa, 


, Ral is ingen kre 
Wo ate ee oATT of | uy j cog ord art. » . 
qe tbat pot Baa e. AER TIO TO HOLY Pan, 7 Y 
: i aan rte Ue tent * fusrepeaads ascent: b : pe 


' ee ae See 
nee © Fie 


: 
fa ' - is 7 
he, pidakenva) Aid deta eae _ 


Fate eT Ad eek } Mark aes hand ee y 
| en argqoka eons aie 
} oes ie We sah ‘ vy 7a ‘ : 
scuee. ee taah Sys anes ge Meare eae emer, y ” Y 
7 F i “ ¥ =o nr ue Na st an wh \ a, ere Ania : , 7 a ho 
? “ ” =" ‘ j : 


‘ot ; ro. 

et ieee ok ; 

i cen i ’ le 7 Att 
-_ 7 Fe Gare 5 yi 

, lat ab” hs uw 


iatacn i nuts 24s, wee, | at he ah cit. 
Pa yt f nt “jer 7HA. RGNG 4) ‘ es . a 
~ Tite s* a 1 ate iow ee Ky dhs be als Feat Phy! ‘i 

| ae 4 un MAGS A AGtRS : 


at jan tla ’ 


ek 


f 
oo 


bY5.% 


She seems to gatn a great deal of tnformation 
from audto-vtsual sources, record players, Tf.V. 
Recently ts doing her own name and r 
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She now knows her colours and is beginntng to 
rote count. 


Speech patterns have become much more mature; 
Listens well, interprets tdeas and contributes 
hts own; attention span greatly increased. 


to concentrate, now concentrates and 
efore complete her acttvittes. 
She can now express herself coherently. 


Has learned all of his cotours, has a good 
understanding of number relations and can count 
ae 

tO 16. 


Co-ordination of large muscles improved with 
use of targe blocks bicycles. He ts surer on 
his feet and far more confident in gymn. 

Muscle co-ordination vastly improved - can 

now manipulate very small objects tin cut and 
paste. Very adept tn mantpulating the tricycle 
and tn performing diffteult manoeuvres on the 


monkey bars. 


He was reluctant to do physical activities and 
rhythms because of a tame foot. He now elimbe, 
runs and seems unconsetous of his handicap 


S. has a speech tmpediment and tnitially tt 
was diffteult for us to understand him. He 
has had speech therapy and ts improving tn 
thts area. He can express his ideas much more 
clearly. 


She now enjoys painting, picture making, play in 
the Doll Centre. 


He has developed an interest in stortes and 
records. 
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She ts lately very inquisitive about her en- 

vironment. She is very interested in music, 

parttctpates weil, dramatizes, often will re- 
3 


produce familiar tunes or create songs of her 
own spontaneously throughout the day. 


He ts now interested in ail activittes, 
espectally our gymn program . He ts Keenly 
interested in books and story time. 


When D first came to Juntor Kindergarten he 
played only with the bloeks and trucks. He ts 
now one of the most enthustastic children in 
the kindergarten. He has a very tnqutsitive 
mind and enjoys all of our activities. 


Greater interest in expressing ideas through 
vartous art medtums is evident. Realistic 
symbols and detail are beginning to appear 
after a mantpulative stage of development. 


Development of Social Skills 


Frequently children who enter the Junior Kindergarten 
program are very shy and so do not talk to or play 
with the other children or the teacher. Others have 
had little previous contact or interaction with other 
children and are unwilling or unable to co-operate 
with the other children or participate in group 
activities. 

M. was extremely shy with adults. He followed 

me around for almost a month wtthout saying one 

word.... Gradually he began talking to the 

other children. In the last month he has become 


far more socetable with both children and adults. 


J. has become more verbal and likes to. dtscuss 
and answer questions. 
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Hor the first month or two, he played mainly 
alone or in parailel play. He began to 

play for short periods with one or two children 
in a gtve and take relationship and now has 
established friendship with tvo boys. 

D. was an extremely shy child who sat or stood 
by himself not participating in any activities.. 
now he wilt jotn a group to play. 

He ts just now approaching his classmates to 
tnitiate play sttuattons and he is really 


ais 


hrilled with the results. 


She was shy and withdrawn when she started 
kindergarten. She wandered and observed the 
others playing. She has overcome her shyness 
and plays tmaginatively with the other 
children, 


Most tmportant, he can now play wt the other 
children with petted ee ne be <s 
learning to share. 


He rarely partictpated in a small group 
sttuation... J's behavtour has gradually tm- 
proved. He will participate in a emali group 
situation and has learned to sha're and co- 
operate, 


>» S. had dtffteulty eoping 
w anne. She could not take 

t hare equipment or goin in games or 
stortes. She ean now join in all our aetivi- 
tiles and can use toys and equipment con- 
structtively. 


When d. firet came to Junior Kindergarten he 

was afratd of his peers, teacher and any 

adult who came near him, Although Sie, ee 

still a very sensitive boy, he is taking part in 
acttvittes with other chi Ldren and obviously 

ts enjoying his assoctation with them. 
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Self Confidence 


M. spoke no. English 
appeared very unhappy. 
proved and along ULER 4b, ht 
He ts a happy youngster who 
school. 


Her world had been so small that every ex- 
pertence at school has been greeted by wonder 
and enthusiasm. She has gained confidence in 
herself. 


J. needs a great deal of praise and attention 
to gtve him confidence in himself. He receives 
so little attention at home that he has no 
concept of himself as an individual with 
capabilities and tdeas of his own. Tat 
G very ary fteur, procesé and tt te tak 
daily successes and praise to help d. 


(With her improvement in English) M. has 
gained confidence in herself and in adults - 
she te trying to teach us Itaitan! 

in September, H. found difficulty in setf- 
directton and expressing herself. She ts now 
completely self motivated even. to the extent 
that she knows what she is going to do before 
entering the room, 

It took Paul a iong time to feel secure among 
40 ehildren, however in the past couple of 
months he has begun to play with a variety of 
children and approaches us freely without 
hesttattion. 

She appeared tense and nervous. Gradually 


her attttude toward school became more positive, 
she ts more relaxed and ts developing a more 
posttive tmage of herself - she is very pleased 
wtth her successes. 


Independence 


He appeared to be helpless when getting dressed, 
and seemed to expect things to be done for him. 
He gradually learned that he could manage most 


of the job himself. 
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direct aggression, e.g. fighting, hit 
emotionél outbursts, e.g. temper tan 
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ns and neitther teachers 
nor cntldren can distinguish betueen them The 
most tmportant thing the boys' have learned ts 
to become muck Less dependent on each other so 
that their difference in personality can emerge 
and thetr tndtvtdual self images ean devetop. 


Since he ts the youngest in the family, he was 


extremely dependent and irresponsible. He wants 
and loves to be mothered. He has begun to dress 


himself, put hts things away, and to follow 
dtrecttons - to think for himself. 


She tnittates her own activities and ts not 
hesitant to speak when she needs help. 


Initially, H. could not cope with the simplest 
of routines. He its now able to choose 
different activities on hts own. 


Behaviour Problems 


This category includes two types 
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Her behaviour was very aggressive the first few 
months, but she has learned to play and act in 
a soctally acceptable manner with her peers. 


In September - sutking, screaming, lying, 
fighting with others. In March, still aggressive 
but 18 more willing to allow other children in 
elass to set ner limits - more co-operative. 


When he decided he wanted something he punched 
the person who had itt and tried to take it by 
foree. Now C. ean play games organized by 
other ehtldren without being aggressive 


J. was aggressive and willful and relatively 
uneontroltied at the beginning of the et He 
has become much more cooperative and settled 
and has tearned to gtve and take more readily. 


A. entered school in September an extremel 
boisterous and verbose child lacking in al 
self control. He needed continuous guida? 
tn order to follow routines but is showing 
much more evidence of self control. 
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Initially refused to accept any Limits on her 
behaviour. Now aecepts rules and routines 
wtthin the elass and has begun to use them to 
her best advantage. 


She has a very forceful personality and 

demanded a lot of attention from everyone, 
When she didn't get her oun way sne would 
throw temper tantrums, ery and pout. She 


still has her moments when she is unwilling 


to share. However, on the whole she has 
reat improvement in her attitudes toward 
other children and our program, 


In September S. wae very unsure of herself 
and others; she never entered the room L 
and displayed extreme reactions (tantrums) 
fl attempted to approach her and talk to he 


Gradually the duration of her tantrums ehor 


z 
UMEe had 


L 
with sel? 
a 


et reese Smee 


As several teachers included comments in their 


nally she was able to enter the room 
f- @ tS now eager to come 
nd she especially enjous trying new 
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category for such statements. 
Ihe teacher ealled in school ny 

home vistt and suggested a t 
doctor. As a result of f e 
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loss and he needs special spee therapy. 
not for Juntor Kindergarten would this pro 
have gone on for another year? Improveme 

ts slow in this ease. His whole attitude 
changes when he ts involved and Loved. 


°. 
9 
3 


ive) 


Q 


so oF 
ch mM RY 


s2Ssroom setting, 


x 
Q 
oY 
® 
Q 


WO +4, 
= 


; A Se oe aa eee as BA ; 


 "e8F 6 en oo ddeoe ac-H aw As 7 
VHan FON Pie 98.44 yaa whe ce » Sapa ean 
8 eae Sgn ae ayoee aah a Rise y8t, ene s : : 
i: : : 6 ") % ¥ @ 
. : e yess, ta for 
a : 7 . sic. ’ 
jhe HLF sung cae a glen. ate, ug? 


; ane edt ha ed WOE NDE: mas fads Suara 
; uted ® mnie werd th as ae oy bh ah nA qeet’ 


any sh SED TERA KAW Ste) Ege o mS Ae 
wes Peeves 67 eke wide. manor ah) Rh Rivets 
eu 64k wan «led Bes ko .oOueuMan sb5gne 44. 
Lage? Seabee Pen eed ne UNENSERA aS Pha > 
a . Te i 
cent eee HRS. NOME! aio “seatyo 
. he . ; 7 7 1 
; So Meee, eee) AGH TREN RT GR Ms 
tite oot gle, boa nieees Bie VeanTe Biro 
amet age? % He yen ney niteit fas WSs iva i <- e 
tah Of J2a8 bith tay MSRSege pe bese” 1 oe 
4 gee » =09 Yor Hezter 9% ek 1Saa0% 
‘* - ay ; yr af yeqat 
“f ? ‘ eitee Shu: é ae ad lad « MH 
® - « + a 
con J 3 4 al a2 eAt tert Ti a hae a9 ee Rs a 
r or 5 pent ce eP4e7eeass Sha OMS TSOP 
; yaar 
iregpebAlA “arn » wet’ a) 
—— | eg Re ee: 1 ——— 6 
: t menos Sabin cravseen, LGuerar ef 
‘ ‘ e bet } ™ a —_™s a 4 
pana ik-tobagh-20-20 av one griores SY aendStqitsess 
od 
1 a 7 ae 
: ‘abe: aboweasis oft Yo lgptett wd) bowed <0s745 
; 2 
araipaye © AStVOTqyS? Lae TEMES rs ttguets w 
iz 


Lagpeamattere Waue 104 xrous?se. n 


5 f ia 7 - 
‘sate, Ge aoe 4 an ian ay Astin tats sand = i } 
gh ein" ph iccheee 2 at segues, eo > Visa tering me 
sind pats fon Ti rth st os a. bepeti a oe wea, 
ee auokcae Ss Pod Ayes eed pon. A 


ivee 4 ei atelica Pt ek s. ans oe ese wae a "2. 

7 mittens ayn, aca aS wa eS <p d i 
Kanmateagg et), feo 4 eae ont 

Did Eee one ee 


FE 
B ae 


After tntervieus te, chere ts 
anew awareness on f the need 

: 
for toys and story bo 0 Stimulate 
tmagtnatton and provide a kackground for skills 
whieh are to follow. 
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L eft for one 

a Welbgeh fe bee harder to 
more year woul ave been r harder tc 
correct, consequently his intellectual Learning 
would have been harmed. 
A, has had a very major experience in coming 
to Juntor Kindergarten. She has socialized 
with ehtldren her age for the first time in 
her tife. 

Analysis of Data 
Data were available for 109 boys and 86 giris. The 


frequency of 


was totalled and the results 


presented in 


Percent of Behaviours falli 
as reported by the total 


Fluency in 
English 


0.46 
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Learning 
Skills 


32.46 
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Table ub. 


n each of seven categories 
sample of teachers.  (N=33) 
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The remaining categorires, except for "Value of Junior 
Kindergarten", were mentioned approximately equally often, 
1.6. approximately 8%. 

There was little difference in the patterns reported 
for boys and girls except in the case of "Behaviour Problems", 
where boys were noted as having shown improvement about twice 
as Often 2s, 71 ss. 

To determine whether the patterns for Inner City schools 
differed from those of either English as a Second Language 
schools or schools who have not received either cf these 


} TAY - / ee ; Vip Apeyet ee ay Be 
designations, Separate tallies were made, These results are 


Percent of Behaviours falling in each of seven categories 
as reported by teachers in the Inner City Schools.{N=10). 
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As was the case with the total group, teachers in each 
of the three types of schools generally tended to emphasize 
social and learning skills approximately two-thirds of the 
time. However, although these two categories occurred most 
frequently, the degree of emphasis on each category was 
Sia ehtly diferent in the Inner City schools as opposed to 
the E.5 Lb oeschools ~ ingthe tnneraGity<schoois, 39% of the 
behaviours reported as having improved were in the area of 
learning ®skills> whereas in othe E.S.2- schools ,.Wonly 25% of 


the behaviours fell in this category. In terms of social 


The other major difference between Inner City and E.S.L. 
Schoolsurelates to Catesory. 1, “riventy 2 English": as one 
would have expected, a much Larger percent cf the E.S.L 
data (i.e. 135%) falls in tris categorv as compared to the 
Inner City schools 41.67 5%) 


as opposed to approximately 8% in both Inner City and 
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On the basis of the data reported in this paper, it is 
, children 
are showing improvement in those areas which are important 


to their success in the school years which follow. 
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